
Calico Ghost Town - a tourist trap???  Quite possibly.  Bus loads of 
tourists stop  here.  While I was here (on both days)  several 
busses with Japanese tourists invaded the town.  All were excited 
to see what the mining town looked like.  They were even excited 
to learn how to pan for gold.

Calico Ghost Town was purchased by  Walter Knott, an 
ex-miner (who also founded Knott's Berry  Farm.), and 
rebuilt as a modern 'ghost town'. The site is now a 
thriving tourist attraction, and is quite interesting to visit 
despite being neither original nor very atmospheric, as 
only about four of the buildings are largely unchanged 
from the mining era, and the whole place is rather 
commercialized. Some of the replica houses have only 
a frontage, as if part of a movie set

Earlʼs Diary - Wednesday - February 25, 2015
Hello again Loyal Readers;
" Today I continue my exploration of Calico Ghost Town.

One reviewer says, “The entry fee is $8 for adults, and $6 for 
children.  Parking is free.   I'm really not sure why they have an 
entrance fee, all you are paying for is the right to spend money at 
the numerous shops and restaurants.  There is a nominal charge 
to participate in the other four activities on the property.

There is a mystery house, a panning for gold station, a 1,000 foot 
walk-in mine, and a short train ride.  All of these attractions are 
extra.” 

Another says, “It is a true historical site, but it's been tourist-ified 
so it was hard for me to tell what was real and what was fake. You 
can go in the buildings to find restaurants, a saloon, a candy 
shop, souvenir shops, a t-shirt shop, etc. They also have photo 
opportunities set up where you can put your head in vintage 
cutouts, etc.” 

Iʼm off now to see what one can spend 
money on here in Calico.  I must warn you 
however, that my Impulse Buying Filter is 
still engaged!



Laneʼs General Merchandise - loaded with lots of 
old and new items.  I couldnʼt tell if the “old” stuff 
was for sale or just for display.

Across the street from Laneʼs 
Merchandise is the Lane 
home.  It has been made into 
a small museum - AND free to 
visit!



Although my Impulse Buying Filter was still engaged, I 
decided to splurge and spend the $2.50 to walk 
through the 1000 foot Maggie Mine.  Was it worth it?  
Probably not.  It did give what a “real” mine might feel 
like AND it did provide a photo op.  I was pleased with 
the way  the pictures turned out, especially in the low 
light.

A stop at the assay office

The Glory Hole - $65,000



The sheriff watches

I was ready to spend the $4.00 to take a 
ride on the train.  The sign on the ticket 
office said:  “Mechanical problems.  
Please come back another time.”  As I 
walked around behind the ticket office - I 
would say THEY do have a problem.  The 
engine was in two pieces!

A worker stated the drive mechanism 
needed work and hadn ʼ t been 
overhauled in over 50 years!  Oh well, I 
saved $4.



    A tourist trap?  It could be if a person is the right frame of 
mind..  The entry fee basically gets you access to a row of 
old shoppes  Then it costs extra charges for other 
attractions once inside (train ride, mine tour, etc.  There are 
not many original buildings, many of them are built of 
concrete trying to look like old wood or stone.  Modern 
signs on buildings ---like Ice Cream, Popcorn, Souvenirs, 
do nothing to improve ambience.  

A real walk into the historical past?  A tourist trap?  My own humble 
opinion is that is could be both.

     The town itself is a step back in history where you become 
witness to how the miners actually lived and worked.  Although the 
town has been restored on its original site, it appears to be what it 
might have looked like back in the 1880ʼs, and historically accurate.  
Itʼs exciting to see the dilapidated, weather worn buildings, not to 
mention the minerʼs shacks built into the sides of the rocks.
    This small ghost town puts the television version of the wild west a 
bit in perspective, despite its spic nʼ span appearance with gift shop 
trappings.  Calico is/was small.  In the day and age without running 
water, sanitation, one can imagine how stinky, hot, filthy and difficult 
this place must have been for prospectors, immigrants (Chinese) and 
the poor women who ended up here.

    In reading lots of reviews of the place, by far most 
gave Calico a positive experience.  Of course, with a 
negative view, the place would be all about spending 
money in shops placed all around the town.  As I said 
above, I approached Calico with an open mind and was 
not disappointed in what I saw. I viewed it as an 
opportunity to photograph and illustrate what the town 
may have looked like in the 1890ʼs.  However, Iʼm sure 
the main street was not paved way back then!

I had a great time.  Whether it was historically 
accurate or not - I enjoyed my visit to Calico 
Ghost Town.
     Thanks for coming along with me on this 
adventure. 
" " " " - - Earl


