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Featured SOI Lifetime Members 

Meet Dave and Leslie DeBeaux 

By Janea A. 

 

Dave & Leslie DeBeaux 

Dave and Leslie’s camping beginnings 

were very similar to a lot of people’s, but 

then they took a bold step that not many 

of us take – full-timing in a 13’ Scamp. 

They were living on a ranch in Nevada 

when they began doing some car 

camping, then van camping.  They 

started searching for a pop-up or A-liner 

and then decided they wanted 

something similar to their neighbor’s 

Perris Pacer.  That is when Leslie 

discovered a 1993 13’ Scamp for sale on 

E-bay in Kansas City. They purchased it 

and began Scamping in June 2003. 

They enjoyed it so much they decided to 

snowbird for one season in CA, TX, and 

AZ in 2005-06.  After that experience, 

the decision was made to sell the ranch 

and everything in it and hit the road full-

time. They were able to sell their house 

and the contents within five weeks. They 

knew they would miss the people, but 

figured “Well, we can always point the 

car back that direction.”  Once out full-

timing, Leslie said the thing she missed 

the most was her washing machine.  

Dave’s greatest “miss” was his Ford 

tractor. 

Dave and Leslie rarely made 

campground reservations during their 

adventures across the country.  They 

discovered that with a 13’ Scamp, most 

anyplace could make room for them.  

Another bonus they discovered with their 

small Scamp was when they were 

traveling in Idaho one rainy day on a 

narrow two-lane road and came upon a 

mudslide that had completely blocked 

the roadway ahead. They were able to U-

turn with their small Scamp and head 

back the other direction rather than wait 

hours for the road crew to clear the 

debris. 

They said their favorite place to camp 

was on Forest Service land in NE 
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Washington at Lake Roosevelt, right on 

the water.  Then they quickly added, 

“Well, we shouldn’t tell you that.  There 

goes our best kept secret.” 

In 2010, as Leslie’s birthday was 

approaching, she announced over 

dinner, “Dave, for my birthday I am 

buying a toilet with a trailer wrapped 

around it.”  Dave surely didn’t want to 

disappoint her and so responded, “Well, 

why wait.  Got something in mind?”  And 

off they went to Benson, AZ to purchase 

their 16’ Scamp.  They have sure 

enjoyed having the bathroom and the 

extra countertop. 

In May 2011, making preparations for 

their older years, they bought a house in 

Mesa, AZ, for when the day would come 

they couldn’t travel anymore.  They 

currently spend just a few months there 

and the rest of the year at a campground 

in Quartzsite, AZ, in their 16’ Scamp. 

The first Quartzsite gathering in 2007 

was when we had the pleasure of 

meeting this wonderful couple.  They are 

a lot of fun and have many stories to 

share with others about their Scamping 

adventures. We have always been 

impressed that they full-timed in a 13’ 

Scamp for so many years.  They both 

agreed that once they hit the road, they 

never looked back and had no regrets - 

other than Dave reminded us again that 

he still misses that tractor.  

 


